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What’s new in 
nuclear regulators’ world ?

A.-C. Lacoste 
Chairman of ASN
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Challenges for nuclear regulators

Independence
o Capacity of the regulator to say « no »
o Existing debate on the « de facto – de jure » approaches
o A reality for more and more new and existing regulators

Information & Transparency
o Need for information from another body than Government or Industry
o Public participation in the decision-making process and full 

transparency = a condition to launch a nuclear programme

An integrated vision of safety
o Integrated vision required
o Extending scope of competences required
o Technical and human & organisational factors to be considered
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Challenges for nuclear regulators

International Cooperation
o Stronger and stronger
o Voluntary basis / bilateral or multilateral technical cooperation
o Opportunity for regulators to deliver their duties in terms of public information, 

transparency and independence
o « Common international responsibility »

Expression of common views on policy issues
Common technical positions, safety references and standards in the longer term
Closer and closer national legal frameworks for nuclear regulation

o Assistance

Harmonization
o Contrasted landscape but harmonization initiated a long time ago
o Concrete results produced
o « Bottom up » methodology (sharing but not merging)
o Industry also has to make its part of the work (codes & standards)
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